Non-typhoid Salmonellae and prosthetic valve endocarditis: more than a rare coincidence? A review of the literature.
Non-typhoid Salmonellae (NTS) commonly cause gastroenteritis but are rarely found pathogens in prosthetic heart valve endocarditis. The details of two patients from the authors' institution and 15 published cases are reviewed in terms of their risk factors, clinical findings and outcomes. Only two of eight patients with paravalvular leakage or abscess--the most serious local complications--survived, both with surgery. It appears that NTS bacteremia in patients with prosthetic valves and concomitant risk factors should be treated early with high-dose antimicrobials for up to six weeks in order to minimize the risk of endocarditis.